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had had his ears cut off by an irate Pasha as a
punishment for attempting to penetrate into the
interior of a harem.    He was very absent-minded,
and there  are   numerous  stories  of the curious
results which sprang from this failing.    He was
dining with Queen Victoria.    A choice dish was
handed round, to which Lord Dudley helped him-
self, and, finding it much to his liking, he thought
it his duty to tell his neighbour of it.   So, forgetting
where he was, and all about the etiquette of the
Palace, he turned to the Queen, and said, " You
really ought to take  some of this;   it is most
excellent.55    The Queen smiled and thanked him.
A. minute afterwards the same thought came into
his head, and again he strongly urged the Queen
to tfc have some,55  with  the same result.   After
another short interval, for the third time he pressed
the merits of the dish upon the Queen, who then
replied, " I arn very glad you like it, Lord Dudley.
It must be very good, for this is the third time you
have told me of it,"   Then, remembering that, but
forgetting  everything  else,  he  exclaimed,   loud
enough to be heard all over the table, " D------the
woman, so it is !55
King Edward, who so highly appreciated esprit,
even when, as sometimes happened, the Joke went
against himself-, was once very neatly "scored
off" by a lady whom later he deservedly esteemed
for her many good works. She had been just
presented to him, and was somewhat nervous.
To put her at her ease His Majesty said, "Oh,
Wfiss------, I want to have a long chat with you*